Argyrophil cells, mast cells, and histamine in the fundic mucosa of antrectomized patients.
Fasting gastrinemia, fundic argyrophil cell density, mast cell number, basal fundic histamine content and histidine decarboxylase activity were determined in 20 antrectomized patients and 20 control subjects. Fasting gastrinemia and fundic argyrophil cell density were significantly lower in antrectomized patients than in controls, whereas fundic mast cell number, basal histamine content, and histidine decarboxylase activity did not differ significantly between the two groups. In antrectomized patients the basal fundic histamine content appears related to the fundic mast cell number, as a consequence of the reduced effect of gastrin on argyrophil cells.